[Cytokines and atherosclerosis].
Cytokines participate in the control of: proliferation and chemotaxis of various cells, thrombocyte adhesion and aggregation, vascular tonus, protein synthesis--among other acute phase protein synthesis, lipoprotein metabolism, and also exert influence on smooth myocyte phenotype transformation and conversion of fibroblasts to myocytes. All these mechanisms are important in the development of atherosclerotic lesions.